Shannon & Paul’s 

Tuscany Trip

Wed 27 Sept – Sat 7 Oct 2006
Wed
Flight from Amsterdam to Pisa


Rented car and drove to Lucca (arrived around 4pm)


· Explored streets and shops of Lucca for a few hours

· Watched sunset over the wall

· DON’T MISS – main square w/ the church has lemon donut vendor and annissette crisp vendor… yummy!!!

· dined on Palazzo Napoline at Ristorante del Teatro

Drove to Viareggio and checked into Hotel President

Thurs
Viareggio

Breakfast at Hotel President



Beach day at Beach Club Irene across the street from hotel

· Enjoyed chair/towel rental, on beach massage & yummy lunch!

Dined at a little restaurant on the promenade

Fri
Viareggio

Another Beach Club Irene day


Walked the promenade and another yummy dinner

Sat
drove through Vinci on our way to Chianti


Explored the little town of Vinci, home of Leonardo di Vinci 

· went to the museum (neat but a little disappointing as all models of his work were small and you couldn’t touch them)

Drove through Chianti to Radda in Chianti

Checked into Vescine Il Relais del Chianti and had dinner there

Sun
Chianti

Explored …

· Radda (DON’T MISS – was our favorite Chianti town)

· Gaiole in Chianti

· Castello di Merletto winery & 13th century castle in between the 2 towns

Delicious dinner at Al Chiasso dei Portici Ristorante in Radda

Mon
San Gimignano - DON’T MISS

Dinner in Castellina in Chianti
Tues
Chianti (you could easily repeat this day on a drive from San Gimiagno and also 
       explore Radda ()
Visited Villa Vignamaggio - DON’T MISS – fabulous villa & winery where 

Mona Lisa was born
· they have guided tours daily followed by wine tasting and light lunch

· cost is 20 euro and need to reserve in advance so call +39 055.85.46.61

· 50022 Greve in Chianti (FI) Italy
Via Petriolo 5 -P.IVA 04072370481

· http://www.vignamaggio.com/english/tours-tasting.html
Visted Castello di Fonterutoli - DON’T MISS 

· our favorite wines from the trip and the red (Siepi) we sent to your house for our January visit!!
· they now have organized tours (we happened upon a tour group when we visited) and I’ve attached the info

· see page 73 of Drive Around Tuscany

Wed
Drove to Florence from Chianti


Stopped at The Mall – designer outlet mall on the way


Checked into Hotel California – great room with view of Duomo 

Thurs
& Fri

Explored Florence 

· Duomo – worth the climb to the top!!

· Accademia Gallery where David is – best to reserve tickets in advance at www.weekendafirenze.com so you don’t have to wait in line (click on Museums then Accademia Gallery then scroll thru page for reservation form; they’ll email you confirmation you can print out)

· Santa Maria Novella
· Ponte Vecchio

· Santa Croce

· Shopping
· Officinia di Santa Maria Novella (16 via della scala) – the cool 300 yr old pharmacy we told you about

· Wooden toy store – I’ll call you w/ the name/address

· Leather market

· Ristorante Acqua al Due - DON’T MISS – order the Assagio menu (it’s the sampler and eat light the rest of the day) (
Sat
Flight home from Pisa

Castello di Fonterutoli
Tours with tastings

For those who want to know more about our winery and see first-hand how we operate, we have organized guided tours of the medieval center and the historic cellars in the town itself, including tastings. 

TOURS OF THE HAMLET AND WINE CELLARS MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE AT THE FOLLOWING TIME:

	
	April / October
	NOVEMBer / March

	monday
	10.00 am 
03.00 pm 
	11.00 am
03.00 pm 

	tuesday
	10.00 am
03.00 pm 
	11.00 am 
03.00 pm 

	wednesday
	10.00 am 
03.00 pm 
	11.00 am
03.00 pm 

	thursday
	10.00 am 
03.00 pm
	11.00 am
03.00 pm 

	friday
	10.00 am 
03.00 pm 
	11.00 am 
03.00 pm 


august 15th : closed
Duration: The tours last about an hour, according to the following schedule:

· Tour of the town center and history of the Mazzei's family 

· Visit of the historical cellars 

· Visit to the "Library of the wine” (Family archives, including the most highly prized bottles) 

· Wine tasting 

Groups may include a maximum of 12 people, otherwise the group will be split.

Cost: 

tour + tasting 

3 wines ............................................ Euro 14.00
5 wines ............................................ Euro 16.00
8 wines ............................................ Euro 18.00



Information:
ENOTECA DI FONTERUTOLI
Tel 0577 741385
Fax 0577 740676 
E-mail: info@enotecadifonterutoli.it 









